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I reach Bombay on 20th, stay there probably till 23rd, pass
the end of the month at Sabarmati and reach Rawalpindi on
3rd or 4th December.

I use your oil daily and think of you.

Tours sincerely,

M. K. GANDHI
From a photostat: G.N. 5606

289.   LETTER TO LAJPAT RAI

November 17, 1924

MY tKEAR LALAJI,

I have your letter and your messages through Bharucha and
Lala Amirchand. You will, I hope, forgive me for not responding
to your call. I have now publicly given the reasons for my in-
ability. There are moments when health has not only to be
risked but sacrificed, I did not feel that there was such a
moment. I eat well, I sleep well, walk a bit, can travel to Bengal,
am travelling to Bombay. I know that travelling to Rawalpindi
would not have killed me. And death on the battlefield is wel-
come to a soldier. But was it worth while? I know my limita-
tions. I am a surgeon and not a physician. The refugees will not
submit to the surgical knife. At least that is my fear, and if they
will, I know that a few days only will not matter, but probably
they will be only then ready for the knife. Meanwhile they need
merely watching and musing and probably a little cleansing and
a little tonic. So much for Rawalpindi, . , .*

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary. Courtesy: Narayan
Desai

1 The rest of the letter is not given in the source*